IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) A medical guide wire which comprises comprising: 

a guide wire body to be passed through a channel of an endoscope, the guide 
wire body having a distal end portion and a proximal end portion, and being inserted through 
a bore which is formed on an appliance and in which the guide wire is to be inserted, to guide 
the appliance from the proximal end portion side to the distal end portion side of the guide 
wire body; and s e rving to guid e an applianc e to b e ins e rt e d into the human body in 
an ins e rtion op e ration, th e medical guid e wir e comprising: 

a fixing portion form e d of a substantially wir e shap e d r e tain e r having on e e nd 
coupl e d to th e distal end portion sid e of said guid e wire body and th e oth e r e nd e xt e nding to 
th e proximal e nd portion sid e of said guid e wire body and used to fix th e position of said 
m e dical guid e wir e by m e ans of said r e tain e r l e st th e position of said m e dical guid e wir e 
r e lativ e to said e ndo s cop e chang e . 

a retainer extended along the guide wire body, the retainer having a distal end 
portion and a proximal end portion, the distal end portion of the retainer being coupled to the 
distal end portion of the guide wire body the proximal end portion of the retainer being 
retained by an operator, the retainer being arranged outside the bore of the appliance in a state 
in which the guide wire body is inserted through the bore of the appliance to guide the 
appliance, 

wherein when the appliance is moved relative to the endoscope and guided to 
the distal end portion side of the guide wire body, the proximal end portion of the retainer is 
retained by the operator and the relative movement of the guide wire body of the endoscope is 
thereby restricted. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A medical The guide wire according to claim 1 , 
wherein said retainer is form e d of a retaining wire of a resin, a m e tal, or a m e tal coat e d with a 
r e sin having a stiffn e ss high e nough not to b e intertwin e d with said guid e wir e. 

3 . (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2, 
wherein said retaining wire is a resin, a metal or a metal coated with a resin having a stiffness 
high enough not to be intertwined with said wire which compris e s a guide wire body to b e 
pass e d through a chann e l of an e ndoscope, th e guid e wir e body s e rving to guid e an applianc e 
to b e ins e rted into th e human body in an ins e rtion op e ration, th e m e dical guid e wir e 
comprising: 

a retaining wir e locat e d parall e l to said guid e wire body, on e e nd of th e 
r e taining wir e b e ing conn e ct e d to th e distal e nd of said guid e wir e body or a portion n e ar th e 
di s tal end and th e other e nd e xt e nding clos e to th e hand sid e e nd of said guid e wir e body . 

4. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein said retaining wire has a separable junction with said guide wire body. 

5. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[4]], 
wherein said guide wire body is provided with a soft coupling member of an elastic material 
formed on the distal end portion thereof, the distal end portion of said retaining wire being 
removably coupled to the coupling member. 

6. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein the respective sectional shapes of said guide wire body and said retaining wire form a 
substantially circular shape when the sectional shapes are joined together as the two are 
arranged side by side. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 6, 
wherein said retaining wire is an arcuate wire having a substantially crescent sectional shape. 

8. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein said guide wire body and the retaining wire are provided with insulating coating 
layers, individually. 

9. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein said retaining wire is a ribbon-shaped wire having a substantially flat sectional shape. 

10. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein the proximal end portion of said retaining wire is provided with a retaining portion 
having a diameter larger than that of any other portion. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein the proximal end portion of said retaining wire is held by means of a wire fixing 
portion attached to said endoscope. 

12. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]] 3 
wherein the proximal end portion of said retaining wire is held by means of a wire fixing 
portion attached to an operating section of said endoscope. 

13. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein the length of said retaining wire is adjusted to 1,000 mm to 2,000 mm. 

14. (Currently Amended) A m e dical The guide wire according to claim 2 [[3]], 
wherein the length of said guide wire body is adjusted to 3,500 mm or less. 
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1 5 . (Currently Amended) An endoscope using a m e dical guide wire, 

comprising: 

an endoscope body having an appliance passage channel; 

a guide wire body to be passed through said channel, the guide wire 
comprising; th e guid e wir e body s e rving to guid e an applianc e to b e ins e rt e d into th e human 
body in an ins e rtion operation; and 

a guide wire body having a distal end portion and a proximal end portion, and 
being inserted into a human body through the channel, the guide wire body being inserted 
through a bore which is formed on an appliance and in which the guide wire is to be inserted 
to guide the appliance from the proximal end portion side to the distal end portion side of the 
guide wire body and 

a retaining wire locat e d parall e l to extended along said guide wire body one 
e nd of th e r e taining wir e b e ing conn e ct e d to th e distal end of said guid e wir e body or a 
portion n e ar th e distal end and th e oth e r e nd e xt e nding close to th e hand sid e e nd of said 
guide wir e body, 

the retaining wire having a distal end portion and a proximal end portion, the 
distal end portion of the retaining wire being coupled to the distal end portion of the guide 
wire body, the proximal end portion of the retaining wire being retained by an operator, the 
retaining wire being arranged outside the bore of the appliance in a state in which the guide 
wire body is inserted through the bore of the appliance to guide the appliance; 

wherein when the appliance is moved relative to the endoscope and guided to 
the distal end portion side of the guide wire body, the proximal end portion of the retainirig 
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wire is retained by the operator and the relative movement of the guide wire body of the 
endoscope is thereby restricted; 

said e ndoscope body having a wire fixing portion provided on the endoscope 
body, for holding the proximal end portion of said retaining wire. 

16. (Original) An endoscope according to claim 15, wherein said wire fixing 
portion is located on an operating section of said endoscope body. 

Claims 17-53 (Cancelled) 
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